20170618 Numbers 13:1-15:41 "Grasshopper or Giant Killer - Finding 
Problems or Promise?" 


"Grasshopper or Giant Killer - Finding Problems or Promise?" 
Series: "Lessons for Living: A Christian Walk through the Torah" 
by Faber McMullen, Pastor of Union Grove Baptist Church ©2017 
> 

No. 36 Shelach | now | "Send" 


e Torah: Numbers 13:1-15:41 


Torah 24 Sivan 5777 (Sunday - June 18, 2017) 


À 
KAZE ELNA Y 
f 


Last week's Torah portion gave us so much Biblical truth it is hard to imagine 
what more we could learn to enrich our lives. We learned the magnificent truth of 
the promise of God's daily provision of Manna in our lives. "Manna living" is 
knowing that God wants us to live abundantly in the present. Dwelling on the past 
will often lead us into depression. Focusing solely on the future will bring us 
anxiety. Yet we learned that God brings us great peace in knowing that He makes 
sufficient provision for us regardless of the circumstances of our lives. He doesn't 
always give us what we want, but He always gives us what we need. We should be 
grateful. 


This week's portion begins as the Lord tells Moses to "send out" a 
reconnaissance party to seek information on the land. This is why the portion is 
called >w Shelach or "send out". He sends out twelve men; one from each of the 
tribes of Israel. Among the twelve we see Joshua the Son of Nun and Caleb of the 
Tribe of Judah. The twelve will go into the land. Ten will see nothing but problems, 
but these two will see promise. Ten will see themselves as grasshoppers, but these 
two will see themselves as "giant killers". They realize all things are possible with 
the Lord. 


PLEASE STAND with me as we read selected portions from our Torah portion of the 
week. 


13:1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a 
man, every one a chief among them.” 18 and see what the land is, and whether the people 
who dwell in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19 and whether the 
land that they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the cities that they dwell in are camps 
or strongholds, 23 And they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a 
branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; 
they also brought some pomegranates and figs. 27 And they told him, “We came to the 
land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, 


the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. 
And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 


PLEASE BE SEATED. 


There is so much going on in this piece of scripture it is quite overwhelming. 
This is acommentary and illustration of God giving a plan and a purpose to His people, 
and then they find every excuse that they can to find a problem with His plan and 
purpose. Instead of focusing on His promises they focus on problems. They look for 
every reason under the sun to not do what God tells them to do. When God tells you 
what to do, do you look for all of the perils and problems in what He asks you to do, or 
do you look for the provision of what He has promised? If you can open your eyes to see 
His promises, He will be faithful to give you the provisions to achieve those promises. 


God is instructing Moses to send out spies into the land to assess it and the people in it. 
Why God would send His people into the land when He knew that He was going to give 
them the land? Why do they need to scout the land? Perhaps it was to help them to 
realize how great the task would be in the flesh. Without knowing the obstacles before 
them they would never realize that it was God that brought about the conquest and not 
they themselves. The trip was sort of a "wake up" call. It was so that they would be 
grateful when He delivered. 


Let me digress for a moment about the Nephilim. The text 
tells us the spies went into the land and they first came across 
the sons of Anak in the Negev. The Bible tells us that Anak 
had bloodlines back to the Nephilim. Nephilim is a Hebrew 
word that comes from the stem %51 which means "fall". It 
could mean those that "fall on others", or it might mean 
"fallen ones". The only other place we see them mentioned 
is in Genesis 6:1-4 where the text tells us that "the sons of 
god came into the sons of men and had children with them. These were the mighty men 
of old." Many weird theories have been developed with respect to the Nephilim. The 
details of what they were does not matter. It is the story that matters. What matters is 
that the Hebrews talked about these mighty people, and they feared them. When the 
report was brought of their presence in the promised land, hearts sank. Translators of the 
King James Bible just translated the term Nephilim as "giants" as they did not know what 
the word meant. Let's read on. 


22 They (the spies) went up into the Negeb and came to Hebron. 
Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, were there. 
(Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 And they 
came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with 
a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two 
of them; they also brought some pomegranates and figs. 24 That 
place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster that the 
people of Israel cut down from there. 


The text says that the spies went up into the Negev, the gateway of Canaan. 
There they found the problem of the Nephilim, but they also found the promise of 
abundance in the huge cluster of grapes that required two men to carry it. 


The spies report continued, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows 
with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the land 
are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the 
descendants of Anak there. Again, we see the promise of the land flowing with milk and 
honey, but it is coupled with the peril and the problem of the cities being fortified and 
being very large. The text tells us, "30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and 
said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then 
the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for 
they are stronger than we are.” 


What we have going on here is a battle of opinions. Caleb sees 
the promise of God's provision. He calms everyone down and 
says, "Hey, let's go up now and take what God has given us." 
Caleb realizes that with God nothing is impossible. Caleb 


Let the Light aaa 
of = rom focused on the promise instead of the problem. The other ten 
hs ate aA has that were with him focused on the problem instead of the 


oisin En promise. "We can't go up against these people. They are 
stronger than we are." Corrie Ten Boom said, "Let's let the light 


of the promise of God shine on the problem in front of us." 
That's what Joshua and Caleb were doing. The other ten were 
overwhelmed by the problems. 

32 So they brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, 


saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its 
inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And there we saw 


This last verse is one of my favorite verses in the Bible. On its immediate surface 
it seems to be a great verse on self-image. It could be saying that, "we seemed like 


grasshoppers to ourselves and that caused our enemies to see us as oe as well." 


I think on the surface the verse gives us a primary lesson for living. 
ET But, 1 bcliove it is much deeper 


than a self-confidence self-help principle. Sometimes we can imagine ourselves to be big 
and mean, but we are really a grasshopper. What do we do with that? Can a grasshopper 
be a "giant-killer"? And, what would be the giants in our own lives? 


In the Apostle Paul's letter to the Roman church, he reminds them, "No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us." Romans 8:37 


When we do not see ourselves as "more than conquerors" we don't do much conquering. 
God sent the Hebrews to go conquer the land that He had given them. That was the task 
He set before them. Instead they went into the land and gazed on the problems in taking 
the land. They ended up experiencing a forty year paralysis believing a lie about 
themselves. They saw nothing but the problem in front of them. God wanted them to 
stretch themselves and receive the promises of God through His mighty provision. 


Guys I am saying we must put on our identity of 
righteousness, power, and royal glory because we are 
sons and daughters of the Living God. When we put on 
YOU + GOD = me MAJORITY the whole armor of God we are able to stand Mee the 
whe one mash equaivfon hak solves wiles of the devil. (Ephesians 6:10-18) When we realize 
oll obese pea that we are warriors in the King's army, our enemies will 

not be able to stand before us. Why is this? Because: 
you + God = a majority This is the one math problem 


that solves all other eee (in HEN He is a majority by Himself so get on His team!) 


So what can we take from all of this? Has any giant come up to your door 
recently and wanted to kill you? Probably not. But we each have horrible giants in our 
lives. They live in our hearts, sapping our strength, telling us we cannot be who God 
wants us to be and we cannot achieve what He wants us to achieve. Sometime the giants 
are sins of the flesh: alcohol, prescription meds, overeating, and others. God's will is for 
you to be free of those addictions. Sometimes the sins are more sins of the heart: pride, 
racism, prejudice, malicious gossip. He wants you to be free of these giants as well. The 
Bible says, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man, but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that you are able, but with every 
temptation will make a way to escape that you may be able to bear it." 1 Cor 10:13 
Jesus said, "If the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed." John 8:36 God said it. 
I believe it. That settles it. You can be free. It's time to be free. 


Lastly the giants may be lies about yourself that you've chosen to believe. You've 
listened to the whispers in your soul that say, "You are not loved. You are not accepted. 
You have no value. You have no worth." These are tremendous giants that can drain 
your life, your marriage, your friendships, and your service to the Lord. 


Let me give you a few truths about self-identity and accomplisment: Principles 4, 5, 6 


1) Your "I CAN" is more important than your IQ. My dad used to say, "There's no 
monopoly on brains." Guys you can be WHATEVER God desires for you to be 
regardless of your IQ. You can be the best version of yourself through Him. 


2) God uses WINNERS not WHINERS. Be a winner. Don't be a whiner. God 


makes winners and uses winners. 


3) 

The Lord gave them the land, but they had to work for it. They had to do 
their part. Many think God's blessing means getting something without effort. That is 
not biblical. As Edison said, "When opportunity knocks most people don't recognize it 
because it is dressed in overalls and looks like hard work." Even before the fall of man 
God assigned work to Adam to "dress the garden". 


Like Paul, we need to face our difficulties. 

With faith not doubt 

With hope not despair, God will meet you at your level of need. Don't give up! 
With joy not happiness. Happiness is a fleeting emotion. Joy is solid. No 
circumstance should be allowed to steal your joy. It is your choice. 

With perseverance, not surrender. Keep standing. Keep praying. Keep believing. 
With peace, not worry. See your life as God sees it. Even if you think it's falling to 
pieces, it's not when God is in control. The peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your heart and your minds. (Ph 4:7) 

With deliverance, not bondage. Do you live in expectation of His deliverance, or 
do you wallow in your bondage? 

As a victor, not a victim. God has destined us to live in victory, but we have to do 
our part by having the attitude of a victor. 

With strength, not weakness. God wants to exchange our strength for His 
sufficiency. Our strength doesn't come from ourselves, but from God giving us His 
strength in place of our weakness.! 


The fact of the matter is that you may be grasshopper. That's okay. Be a 
grasshopper that is a winner and not a whiner. Be a grasshopper that can instead of one 
that can't. It may be that God doesn't desire you to be the greatest Mary Kay salesman 
that ever was. God may not desire for you to achieve what the world sees as greatness. 
He may just desire for you to receive manna today which will nourish you through the 
rest of this week. 


You plus God is a majority. Start believing it and acting on it! 


The Hebrew children took their eyes off of the promise and put their eyes on the 
problem. Keep your eyes on the promise and look to God for the provision. On the 
authority of the Bible I am telling you that God can change your life. All of us have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. The cost for that sin is precious. It is 
death. It is not only eternal death, but death as we go through the motions in this 
life. The good news is that even while we had our eyes on the problem, (even while 
we were yet sinners) Messiah died for us. And whoever believes on Him shall be 
saved. After salvation He desires for you to "conquer" so much in life. The Torah 
gives us "instruction" in how to do that. It is His instruction. He is saying today 
"11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 


1 Erickson, Dan. Finding Your Greater Yes: Living a Life That Echoes Eternity. N.p.: Harper Collins, 2006. Web. 


to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. " (Jeremiah 29:11) Jesus said, "In the 
world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer; for I have overcome the world." 
(John 16:33) Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor McMullen may be reached by email at uniongrove362 @ gmail.com 
or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 Tel: 936-825-1227 


